
Sound Signals 
 

A reminder of the various sound signals that vessels use at sea that we should know. 
 

 
BASIC SOUND SIGNALS 
 
I am altering my course to starboard 

 
I am altering my course to port 
 
I am operating engines astern 
 
Your intentions are not clear 
 
 

 
NARROW CHANNELS 

 
I intend to overtake on your starboard side 
 
I intend to overtake on your port side 
 
I am happy for you to overtake 
 
I am approaching a blind corner 

 
 

 
RESTRICTED VISIBILITY  (sounded at intervals no longer than 2 minutes apart) 

 
Power vessel underway, and making way 
 
Sail, Fish, CBD, RAM, NUC, towing 
 
Power vessel underway, not making way 
 
Last vessel of tow, if manned 
 
Additional pilot vessel identity 
 
Vessel at anchor                ​ ​ ​ ​           (5 secs) 
 
Vessel at anchor (>100m)​ ​ ​ ​           (5 secs fwd)​      (5 secs aft) 
 
Vessel aground​                             ​ ​           (x3)       (5 secs)        (x3) 
 
Vessel aground (>100m)​ ​ ​                       (x3)       (5 secs)        (x3)        (5 secs) 
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